MINUTES FACULTY ASSEMBLY (FA)
December 15, 2009 @ 12:00 p.m.
In attendance:
	Peter Winsauer
	Stephen Brierre
	Carmen Canavier 

	Andy Catling 
	Rebecca Clark
	Stephania Cormier

	Bonny Dickinson
	Kyle Happel
	John Hunt

	Stephen Kantrow
	Mike Levitzky
	Johnny Porter

	Kevin Reed
	Joy Sturtevant
	Ted Weyand

	David Worthylake
	
	



Dr. Winsauer calls the meeting to order	
1. Dr. Winsauer asks for a motion to approve the minutes from December’s FA meeting.  The motion was put forth, seconded, and unanimously approved.

1. Old business updates:
· Faculty Award: subcommittee created to develop criteria, determine number, nomination process, etc.  Chairperson: Steph Cormier.  Members: Erich Conrad, Stephen Kantrow, and Michael Levitzky.
· Joy Sturtevant asked and accepted position as Webmaster for FA.  Duties will include visual appeal and maintenance.
· There was a tentative discussion about a potential revenue stream for FA.  No conclusions or action items reached.
· Daycare update.  There is a resolution currently in the Senate.  All levels are trying to move this item up on the priority list including students, postdoctoral fellows, faculty and staff.  Ted Weyand asked if “the Chancellor had ever been asked where the Daycare was on his priority list”?  Joy Sturtevant, as part of the Communication Committee for the Senate, suggested that we place an update on this in the LSU-SOM newsletter that is being developed. 
· The Faculty Senate is also continuing to look into the use of the indirect funds obtained from grants.  The Research committee of the Faculty Senate, of which Eric Richter is a member, is spearheading this effort.  Part of that effort will begin with trying to obtain a copy of the fee schedule that Facilities uses to charge for certain services.

1. New business: Dr. Winsauer asked delegates to consider and discuss a proposal to extend the tenure clock that was “floated” from LSUHSC-Shreveport:
· The proposal was originally given to our Faculty Senate by the Chancellor Hollier who received it from the Chancellor in Shreveport; however, a Faculty committee in Shreveport was asked to develop this policy as a way of helping faculty.  Discussion among the FA delegates here included the fact that 1) LSUHSC (in particular Dr. Letourneau) has been proactive giving flexibility to Department/Section Heads to decide tenure vs. non-tenure track; 2) very few clinical faculty are on a tenure track, or even want to be on tenure track; 3) tenure may have more ramifications for basic science faculty than clinical science faculty, and 4) the significance of tenure may have diminished importance in today’s academic institutions.  Overall, after much discussion, the faculty delegates were hesitant to support this proposal.

1. Meeting adjourns at 1:10 pm.  

Minutes prepared by Stephania Cormier, PhD (scorm1@lsuhsc.edu)
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