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BACKGROUND

Single-Institutional Analysis of Post-Splenectomy Vaccine 
Administration and Infectious Complications in Trauma Patients

Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, New Orleans, Louisiana
University Medical Center New Orleans, LA

● Post-splenectomy vaccinations for organisms posing a greater risk 
to asplenic patients serve an integral role in preventing infection. 

● The trauma patient population poses unique challenges with 
vaccination involving follow-up and continuity of care after 
discharge. 

● Primary aim: Measure the incidence and timing of 
post-splenectomy vaccination in trauma patients

● Secondary aim: Investigate if there is an association between 
infectious complications and the administration of 
post-splenectomy vaccines in the trauma patient population. 

● These results demonstrate increased vaccination compliance with 
implementation of our protocol.

● During follow-up, 56.5% of patients didn’t finish vaccine courses having 
cancelled/no-showed appointments after discharge and 26.1% due to 
failure to schedule a follow-up appointment before hospital discharge. 

○ Future studies should investigate other measures to decrease 
the number of no-shows/cancellations at follow-up 
appointments. 

● There was no observed difference in # of ED visits or readmissions 
between partially and fully vaccinated post-splenectomy patients.
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