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NEW PUBLICATIONS:  

Dr. Cathy Lazarus (Comprehensive Medicine) and col-
leagues recently published results from a multisite cohort 
study evaluated how filterable ERAS metrics predict suc-
cess in US pediatric residency. It found that Gold Humanism 
Honor Society (GHHS) membership and USMLE Step 2 
Clinical Knowledge (CK) scores positively predict overall 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 
(ACGME) Pediatrics Milestone ratings, with GHHS showing 
the strongest association and largest effect size. 

Journal of graduate medical education. Volume 18. Issue 4. 
Pages 415-423. Epub Aug 14, 2026. 

Dr. Gala True (Community & Population Medicine) recently 
published results of a qualitative study in the Journal of Be-
havioral Health Services titled ”Perspectives of Rural and 
Urban Veterans with Military Sexual Trauma Seeking Psy-
chotherapy Through Community Care: A Qualitative Study. 
The research reveals that veterans with military sexual trau-
ma face significant, geographically distinct challenges when 
navigating the Veterans Community Care Program, with 
rural veterans citing safety risks from delays and urban vet-
erans battling administrative bottlenecks. 

Dr. Victoria Burke (Infectious Diseases) and colleagues published a paper 
titled “Infectious Diseases Fellowship Curriculum: IDSA Training Program 
Directors Community of Practice (TPDCOP), Curricular and Educational 
REsources Workgroup (CREW)” in Clinical Infectious Diseases. The work 
establishes a standardized "by Program Directors, for Program Directors" 
framework to modernize training across the U.S.. The guidelines prioritize 
structured clinical rotations, protected time for scholarly activity and inte-
grated training in antimicrobial stewardship and infection prevention.  

Dr. Frank Smart (Cardiology) and colleagues published in Circulation: 
Heart Failure a paper titled “Changes in Pulmonary Artery Pressure Fol-
lowing Initiation of Guideline-Directed Medical Therapies in Patients With 
Heart Failure: Insights From GUIDE-HF”. Findings suggest ARNI and 
ARNIs and MRAs are the preferred additions for rapidly lowering filling 
pressures, a trend consistent across both HFrEF and HFpEF patients.  

Dr. Vanessa de la Cruz (Community and Population Medicine / Center 
for Healthcare Value and Effectiveness/ Statewide Medical Director, 
LDH Office of Behavioral Health)  recently had an excellent Op Ed in 
NOLA.com / Times Picayune on expanding pharmacy dispensing and 
patient access to medication for opioid use disorder. You can read it 
here: 

https://www.nola.com/opinions/guest_columns/guest-column-la-s-hidden-addiction-
treatment-gap-puts-veterans-at-risk/article_617d892d-20e3-409b-897c-
2259a9ab436f.html 

Dr. Mihran Naljayan (Nephrology) on his recent recognition in Renal & 
Urology News, where he was featured in the article, “Achieving Envi-
ronmentally Friendly ‘Green’ Dialysis Takes a Village.” 
In the article, Dr. Naljayan highlights the importance of integrating 
sustainability into kidney care through initiatives that promote water 
conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy while maintain-
ing the highest standards of patient care. He also shared DaVita’s 
efforts to reduce the environmental impact of dialysis through innova-
tive operational practices, including substantial water savings and the 
development of its first net-zero dialysis center. 
 
Achieving Environmentally Friendly “Green” Dialysis Takes a Village - 
Renal and Urology News 

https://www.nola.com/opinions/guest_columns/guest-column-la-s-hidden-addiction-treatment-gap-puts-veterans-at-risk/article_617d892d-20e3-409b-897c-2259a9ab436f.html
https://www.nola.com/opinions/guest_columns/guest-column-la-s-hidden-addiction-treatment-gap-puts-veterans-at-risk/article_617d892d-20e3-409b-897c-2259a9ab436f.html
https://www.nola.com/opinions/guest_columns/guest-column-la-s-hidden-addiction-treatment-gap-puts-veterans-at-risk/article_617d892d-20e3-409b-897c-2259a9ab436f.html
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.renalandurologynews.com%2Ffeatures%2Fachieving-enrivonmentally-friendly-green-dialysis-kidney-disease-treatment%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmjac19%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cab00c9d26cda40d1c9bd08deff09c8c1%7C34
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Dr. Tang, Dr. Michelle Loch, and Dr. Thomas Reske (Hematology-Oncology) had presen-
tations at the recent Louisiana Oncology Society (LOS) 2026 Cancer Congress - National 
Oncology Updates in New Orleans.  
 
Dr. Tang gave a talk on: The Evolving Landscape of Cancer Therapy Beyond Chemotherapy. 

Dr. Loch gave talk on: Innovations in Breast Cancer Treatments that are Changing Outcomes. 

Dr. Reske gave a talk on: Latest Updates in Gastrointestinal Malignancies. 

 
All 3 also currently serve on the Board of the Louisiana Oncology Society. 

Dr. Allison C. Augustus-Wallace was recently elected President of the 
Faculty Senate. You can read more here:  

https://www.lsuhsc.edu/orgs/facultysenate/default.aspx 

Congratulations to Dr. Steve Ramee, Dr. Paul LeLorier and 
the Cardiology Section who successfully applied for a grant 
from Edwards Lifesciences for a Structural Heart Fellow 
funding for FY 27-8 

https://www.lsuhsc.edu/orgs/facultysenate/default.aspx

