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School of Medicine
Department of Pediatrics

L.SU Pediatrics
Tuesday Tidbits

Welcome to the Department of Pediatrics' weekly email blast designed to
deliver important department information straight to your inbox.

Visit our website

LSU Pediatrics Announcements

Welcome New
Grants & Contracts Specialist

The administrative staff welcomes Simone Cochran,
MBA as our new Grants & Contracts Specialist. In this
new role, Simone will provide administrative support for
all aspects of grants and contracts management for the
Department of Pediatrics, ensuring compliance with
applicable regulations and funding requirements. She
brings more than 25 years of experience in finance,
grant management, higher education administration, and program
development. Throughout her career, Simone has demonstrated a strong
commitment to collaboration, organization, and service. Please join us in giving
Simone a warm welcome to LSU Pediatrics.

14th Annual LSU EQuIP Quality Improvement and Patient
Safety Forum

Congratulations to our LSU Pediatrics presenters at the 14th Annual LSU
EQuIP Quality Improvement and Patient Safety Forum held on Friday, May 29,
2026. This year, LSU Pediatrics submitted 19 of 65 abstracts and won 3 of 4
session categories for the event.

Best Poster for Evidence Based Medicine Category:

Standarizing NGS Testing for All Pediatric Oncology Patients: A Quality
Improvement Approach

Casey Treuting, MD, Estelle Oertling, MD, Matthew Stark, MD, Benjamin
Watkins, MD, Zachary Leblanc, MD


https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/pediatrics/

Best Poster for Medical Education Category:

Improving Pediatric Resident Accuracy and Confidence in Electrocardiogram
Interpretation Through a Structured Workshop: A Quality Improvement Initiative
Joseph Sansone, MD, Amy Creel, MD, Kelly Gajewski, MD, Leslie Reilly, MD

Best Poster for Patient Safety & Quality Category:

Caregiver Hunger During Pediatric Hospitalization: A Quality Improvement
Needs Assessment

Identifying Actionable Barriers

Adel N. Shalabi, MD, Abigail Hess, MD, Ariel Hall, MD, Devante Williams, BS,
Kayla Phelps, MD, Shannon B. Palombo, MD, Elizabeth M. McDonough, MD
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Recent Scholarly Activity

We are proud to congratulate Dr. Alexandru Firan, Cardiology Division on a
remarkable achievement. Last week, Dr. Firan led the Manning Family
Children's Heart Center team that successfully implanted the first Renata
Minima Stent System, marking a significant milestone in pediatric
cardiovascular care.



The Renata Minima is the first stent of its kind to receive FDA approval for the
treatment of vascular stenosis in neonates and infants. Uniquely designed for
growing children, the stent can be gradually re-expanded over time to reach
adult vessel sizes, reducing the need for multiple interventions as a child
grows.

This groundbreaking procedure represents an important advancement in the
treatment of our youngest patients and highlights Dr. Firan's commitment to
innovation and excellence in patient care.

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Firan and the entire team on this historic
accomplishment!

Our interns had an incredible opportunity to participate in the annual American
Academy of Pediatrics White Coat at the Capitol Day on May 20, 2026. We are
so proud of Kayla Beamon and Ryan Agsunod for representing our program
while meeting with state legislators and policymakers, observing the HHS

committee meeting, and networking with pediatricians from across Louisiana.



FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

New video monthly

For questions or comments regarding Faculty Development,
please contact Amy Creel.

June Video: "What is Difficult about Feedback?"

Feedback is crucial for our learners. This video (6 minutes) from the University
of Michigan directly addresses challenges to Giving Feedback - time, feeling
it's subjective, worries about rapport, negative reviews from leaners - and
provides some concrete ways to overcome these barriers.

https://www.coursera.org/lecture/clinical-skills/01-03-what-is-difficult-about-
feedback-Q32ML

Manning Family Children's Announcements



mailto:acree1@lsuhsc.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flkoehg6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001D0yn9A8IPoZ-9cWfCNOb2txS94DVp__3H8rQ9jd5lpAf6YvUjVENBfkHv_TpDeUSPFeHWDODMmEM_oMPFg67qg8p3PmQuIjLNs8w3HqJTN6QlH9I7VucJGU7dRsV5WEScGZ7AhOoYOOcVARoiM0jU116eZOd6SnT5VsIw6w_kZVOH1_TXgNYGIi9Aab5ZB1GyZz-deELn3ew0eGZ6qaEZ5Adl98MyrvtOWqUAwhh22zLbCJ7zSI9LVlJb8SkrupyaYtmNyBJPd93xlsjwngwTHolaGxFRTP_GGIPmq71Jqv7qzDZ4pkPrzsrX69mk3YmJmrknzNB5sDwxKHBpKzjaVdYCOHBhMi6FL-7WV2zDwbDyR4_fzqCc4IPZ6Vab6vhekqc0e3NPNLuMQ3kP9oJeg0b4lGp4kdylfLfblt81UkCSImpg9wYxXmb5cer5Yd4BsR7XvDiBDe3TWcb1glu_npFQylKZO0APi6bw-bsK_SV9CzuL1x23Ccmd3YB26z3DdJQoFMZL6Ec9MMMCRunMoqtkCEAuSD4u6ZPngFX5kDEB1TZ1ulW2X08lokDRKTE5srh6E9dUyg325lRhhU8qEYbKdD1_k5A6t9WvjwX7edi1FOdgoVxr-GKv4a7dA9O50lcS0MZQ8yGd6AQcS3jeAdISDBECBMcblJx5upmOe5qzFsqYkVvoDqvqyYxBeBjWBFH2db-nGSlQBJLTn-rqvnkBCNxhTL4DaerpDp_KxsJm9a5UDHFJ19dgYRVzcEITKWHRr594XfM9GtPWydplEGxQ8jO7cQqAEUnowMkyrcCskRYJZHwMyKTZC1ZGpkuNHMjf4Suo0flCA7gElG0lp1PVrcsCq-HsdMnDIgbsH57KTDiJVtWUT2MNw7nMi6JP_EBSehXQJXnWRGEqBoM0fxIpjKJPH9xWwb7qWg8DsWzzl6ajbdt2NLFQ7JDsygDKghClbTJ4HM9jjc4P86GRcFAWiakwF3MGsVTcIJ1U2nP9FfSzX1XQr5UkFmaNHe9BnBH_sE4NUnSAhC78vJoc-dS322FfIzQX86dyn9ZJf66IAsGY2jM_ZZFAr8pChB6dGuWd5uYx4CgDyQ1l4swAkCkHbinQpoJQMkJ_Yx3S7hljmJpUyxQKq8Uo0HRRCuLC_1WsYdEvKnfwyD-1RI31-PNIk7s0VirgorHApCJbhiYPilTc9OKowUiGUEX1RfbrIGODAPvogsqLCn19l0H3dkYwH9EjMWnCqU14lERTWa20gxh8p2M8wX7_LINCnlN%26c%3DjOjKd4ZJlwVNOdtS5uVmvhiq4t4IOQm-Lx2rbtAKjgKpVCdwgO4JXg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dol5ATTonXXusRDX3dt6FkpgsejIRvgdnSsq8r_eVz5PTl89dWUEStw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C467c2632159f4345d05208debdd6c063%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639156927201035609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ECU6kpgehiLJoQKOW41FSioMl9rVjbPtp90e43rBhtY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flkoehg6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001D0yn9A8IPoZ-9cWfCNOb2txS94DVp__3H8rQ9jd5lpAf6YvUjVENBfkHv_TpDeUSPFeHWDODMmEM_oMPFg67qg8p3PmQuIjLNs8w3HqJTN6QlH9I7VucJGU7dRsV5WEScGZ7AhOoYOOcVARoiM0jU116eZOd6SnT5VsIw6w_kZVOH1_TXgNYGIi9Aab5ZB1GyZz-deELn3ew0eGZ6qaEZ5Adl98MyrvtOWqUAwhh22zLbCJ7zSI9LVlJb8SkrupyaYtmNyBJPd93xlsjwngwTHolaGxFRTP_GGIPmq71Jqv7qzDZ4pkPrzsrX69mk3YmJmrknzNB5sDwxKHBpKzjaVdYCOHBhMi6FL-7WV2zDwbDyR4_fzqCc4IPZ6Vab6vhekqc0e3NPNLuMQ3kP9oJeg0b4lGp4kdylfLfblt81UkCSImpg9wYxXmb5cer5Yd4BsR7XvDiBDe3TWcb1glu_npFQylKZO0APi6bw-bsK_SV9CzuL1x23Ccmd3YB26z3DdJQoFMZL6Ec9MMMCRunMoqtkCEAuSD4u6ZPngFX5kDEB1TZ1ulW2X08lokDRKTE5srh6E9dUyg325lRhhU8qEYbKdD1_k5A6t9WvjwX7edi1FOdgoVxr-GKv4a7dA9O50lcS0MZQ8yGd6AQcS3jeAdISDBECBMcblJx5upmOe5qzFsqYkVvoDqvqyYxBeBjWBFH2db-nGSlQBJLTn-rqvnkBCNxhTL4DaerpDp_KxsJm9a5UDHFJ19dgYRVzcEITKWHRr594XfM9GtPWydplEGxQ8jO7cQqAEUnowMkyrcCskRYJZHwMyKTZC1ZGpkuNHMjf4Suo0flCA7gElG0lp1PVrcsCq-HsdMnDIgbsH57KTDiJVtWUT2MNw7nMi6JP_EBSehXQJXnWRGEqBoM0fxIpjKJPH9xWwb7qWg8DsWzzl6ajbdt2NLFQ7JDsygDKghClbTJ4HM9jjc4P86GRcFAWiakwF3MGsVTcIJ1U2nP9FfSzX1XQr5UkFmaNHe9BnBH_sE4NUnSAhC78vJoc-dS322FfIzQX86dyn9ZJf66IAsGY2jM_ZZFAr8pChB6dGuWd5uYx4CgDyQ1l4swAkCkHbinQpoJQMkJ_Yx3S7hljmJpUyxQKq8Uo0HRRCuLC_1WsYdEvKnfwyD-1RI31-PNIk7s0VirgorHApCJbhiYPilTc9OKowUiGUEX1RfbrIGODAPvogsqLCn19l0H3dkYwH9EjMWnCqU14lERTWa20gxh8p2M8wX7_LINCnlN%26c%3DjOjKd4ZJlwVNOdtS5uVmvhiq4t4IOQm-Lx2rbtAKjgKpVCdwgO4JXg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dol5ATTonXXusRDX3dt6FkpgsejIRvgdnSsq8r_eVz5PTl89dWUEStw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C467c2632159f4345d05208debdd6c063%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639156927201035609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ECU6kpgehiLJoQKOW41FSioMl9rVjbPtp90e43rBhtY%3D&reserved=0

Grand Rounds

Please be advised that the June 3'd Pediatric Grand Rounds for
Manning Family Children’s and LSU and Tulane Department of
Pediatrics has been cancelled due to a scheduling conflict.

We will resume next week, June 10th and finish out the academic
year on June 17th,

We have a new management system for CE Credits

Registration is required for Pediatric Grand Rounds. You may register for
Grand Rounds up until 5pm of the day of the activity — this is to allow you time
to register and evaluate after the session if participating virtually. Use this link
to access the CE Center and bookmark it for easy access. The link is also
available on the flyer.

At the end of the session, you will have to login to the CE Center to claim your
credit. A QR code/link will be provided at the end of each Grand Rounds to
help with this.

For the instruction guide click here. This will help walk you through creating an
account and registering for a session.

Travel/Reimbursement Corner

Foundation Reimbursement - 60 Day Deadline

The Foundation has adopted an accountable plan that meets IRS
regulations. In that any reimbursement request submitted 60 days after the
date of expense will be treated as taxable to the employee. The best way to
ensure this doesn’t happen is to submit receipts soon after the event/travel

takes place. You have the option to receive reimbursement via check or direct
deposit. If you choose direct deposit and we don’t receive the direct deposit
form back from you in time to make the 60-day deadline we will go ahead and
submit a request for check reimbursement to avoid taxable income

Department Wellness

CHNOLA's childcare center open for children of providers/staff working at
Children’s Hospital (flyer)

LSU Pediatrics Wellness Resources (information)

Other Announcements

Latest Edition of The Pulse (link)


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanningchildrens.cds.affinityced.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C7529caaad21045a368b008ddfa1e7ee0%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C638941731176535704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gnX4F5zESsU08R9nTsEWACW7Z%2BEDU36QqNbLwlE2wD8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanningchildrens.cds.affinityced.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C7529caaad21045a368b008ddfa1e7ee0%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C638941731176535704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gnX4F5zESsU08R9nTsEWACW7Z%2BEDU36QqNbLwlE2wD8%3D&reserved=0
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/8b42a6ab-e7b4-4056-963f-a3e94c12151c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/151b2af5-d8f7-47bf-82e4-0ffd04195f56.pdf?_gl=1*wd0330*_ga*Nzc5OTQ2MzU3LjE3NDg4ODI2MTU.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NDg4ODI2MTUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDg4ODMwNzYkajI2JGwwJGgw
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/db5a918b-b115-465f-9282-7c07e90cf452.pdf
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/Pulse/default.aspx

Resident Education
» Resident Participation in Research (information) - complete a shared
spreadsheet with a brief description of the project you are looking for
collaboration or assistance with.

Department Biostatistician
o Department Biostatistician, Dr. Zhide Fang, is available to provide

biostatistical support to faculty, fellows, and residents. Please see below
for revised scheduling procedures:

. Email Zhide Fang at zfang@Isuhsc.edu

. Provide brief explanation of the service you need and, if applicable, times
you are able to meet

. Dr. Fang may request additional information depending on the nature of
your request

. Asking simple, direct questions through email is welcome at any time, but
appointments are preferred

A W DNBE

Administrative Reminders
o Importance of Time Certification (information) - learn more about why we
certify time each month!

e Use of Non-LSUHSC Email (information)

» Download the Department Composites for the 2025-2026 academic year!
(Resident, Fellow, Faculty, and Admin Staff).

e The Tulane Resident Composite for the 2025-2026 school year is
available here.

e LSU travel policy and procedures (information)

Department Poster Printing
At least 3 business days before a poster is needed in hand, send the
following to Ashley Pate, apat30@Isuhsc.edu:

1. PowerPoint file

2. Size you would like the poster to be printed
3. Day you need the poster printed by

4. s a travel tube needed?

The poster author will be copied on all correspondence with the LSU
Printing and Graphics Dept. Once Ashley sends the PowerPoint file to
the printer, the office will respond (usually quickly) and ask for the
author’s approval of the PDF proof. Please be on the lookout for an
email; the author must approve before the Graphics Dept can print.
Ashley will send you an email once the poster has been delivered to her
office.

Additional Resources
« Download the new Clinical Handbook and Pediatric Clerkship Objectives
for Faculty, Residents, and Fellows.

o Grant Support is available through an LSU/Hanover collaboration - more
information is available here.

o LSUHSC Library Research Resources
« EQUIP project proposal form

Department Anniversaries

Regina Zambrano, 14 years
Shubho Sarkar, 9 years
Rebecca Calix, 4 years


https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/f2b9e87f-121c-4765-9d6b-50b7a9d060df.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/6dc70167-baa4-4da6-acaa-cd2e3f0bf357.pdf?_gl=1*1l0tmj8*_ga*MTM0Njc1MjIxLjE3MzkyMjMwOTQ.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczOTIyMzA5NC4xLjEuMTczOTIyMzEwMC41NC4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/5613f0c3-d0c8-4d31-a28e-9e7a309b2215.pdf?_gl=1*16ks26u*_gcl_au*MTg0OTczNDg5Ni4xNzIxNzM3OTg4*_ga*ZjY5OGRhNWYtOWNkZC00YzBhLTg3YzUtZjA3NWVjNWE2ZDU4*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMzA1NjM2NC4zNS4xLjE3MjMwNTY0NTcuMzguMC4w
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/67a4a93b-fd02-477a-9f1f-59624cf0da43.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/83bec7b6-6854-44b3-8a40-d1fe4b505731.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/e41534dd-9771-4389-b650-1f4f5abfeddd.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/eeab7555-01ad-4840-be1e-5fd95425052b.pdf?_gl=1*17aih5b*_ga*MTM0OTg4OTUwOC4xNzQ0NDAzMzI3*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTc0NDQwMzMyNi4xLjEuMTc0NDQwMzQwNS42MC4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/f2e84932-90dd-4a85-82ca-45551fb9bcf8.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/a89264a5-d188-430d-a958-1c7f5f90ebf8.pdf
https://www.lsuhsc.edu/administration/accounting/travel.aspx
mailto:apat30@lsuhsc.edu
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/ee4b6ce5-9106-40f5-bc30-787ede49482d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/e95d419d-1790-42f4-aaa2-601e82486dd2.pdf
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/research/Introduction%20to%20the%20Hanover%20Research%20Pre-review.pdf
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/research/default.aspx
https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/3082cbf0-a662-4140-b217-0cc0bff6f323.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/AXz9EeBsVD

Kimiyo Williams, 3 years
Michele Hallinan, 2 years
Plato Alexander, 1 year

Share Your News!

The department wants to highlight your success! Please
send any news to include in Tuesday Tidbits to Ashley
Pate.

Submit information to the next Tuesday Tidbits

Looking for old newsletters?
View the Tuesday Tidbits archive on the department's website. (link)
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