
LSU goes global

LSUHSC Global Pulmonary Exchange
Program-Turkey
In 2002 Dr Juzar Ali, a fac ulty mem ber
in the sec tion of pul mo nary med i cine,
trav eled to Tur key as a vis it ing Pro fes sor
as a Fulbright Scholar awardee and par -
tic i pated in the clin i cal and ac a demic ac -
tiv i ties of the Chest De part ment at Ege
Uni ver sity, Izmir, Tur key. This ex pe ri -
ence led to a fac ulty ex change pro gram
be tween the two schools as part of the
Fulbright Alumni Award over the en su -
ing years. In 2009, a “fel low ship ex -
change” un der the aegis of the Rus sell
C. Klein, MD (’59) LSU Alumni Pro -
fes sor ship was started wherein pul mo -
nary fel lows from LSU and Ege can
travel be tween in sti tu tions to par tic i pate

in clin i cal ro ta tions, ad -
vance their ed u ca tion,
par tic i pate in ac a demic
pur suits and fur ther their
un der stand ing of in ter na -
tional med i cal and prac -
tice mod els.

The first vis it ing fel low
from Tur key was Dr
Sezai Tasbakan, a se nior
fel low from Ege. Dr
Tasbakan par tic i pated in
clin i cal ro ta tions and
sci en tific ses sions and also   
at tended the Amer i can
Col lege of Chest
Phy si cian meet ing dur ing
his stay.

In April 2010, Dr Craig Patterson, a se -
nior pul mo nary fel low at LSU, trav eled
to Tur key to par tic i pate in clin i cal ac tiv i -
ties at Ege and pres ent his re search on
the ef fects of ste roids on bac te rial host
de fense at the Turk ish Tho racic So ci ety
meet ing in Is tan bul. He re lated from his
ex pe ri ence, “The phy si cians and staff of
the Ege Uni ver sity De part ment of Chest
Dis eases were in cred i bly wel com ing and
cre ated an ex pe ri ence rich in both ac a de -
mia and cul ture.  The ed u ca tional ex pe ri -
ence was a great mix of study in clin i cal

med i cine, health care de liv ery sys tems,
and med i cal his tory,  while the cul tural
cur ric u lum af forded me the op por tu nity
to travel within Tur key and in ter act with 
the Turk ish peo ple -  who were among
the most hos pi ta ble I’ve en coun tered.”

In Dr Ali’s words, “the Pro gram is more
than a pro fes sional ex change of
schol ars…. It is an ex change of ideas and 
cul ture, sci ence and knowl edge,
per son nel and per son al i ties in an
am bi ence of good will.”  Both the
in sti tu tions are com mit ted to main tain

and fur ther en hance this
col lab o ra tion.

Dr. Patterson added, “In an
in creas ingly global pro fes sion,
the Global Pul mo nary Ex change
Pro gram dem on strates LSU’s
com mit ment to train ing
phy si cians with not only
out stand ing clin i cal skills but also
open minds and unique
per spec tives.  The ed u ca tional
value of an op por tu nity to view
one’s prac tice through the fil ter
of an other cul ture is
im mea sur able.”
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Dr. Juzar Ali (second from right), the Russell C. Klein, MD,
LSU-Alumni Professor of Clinical Medicine, meets with students
in the Global Pulmonary Exchange Program.  

Hard work is rewarded by a picnic given by Ege University in Izmir, Turkey

Dr. Ali (third from left) meets with Turkish
trainees.
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Family Day 2010

The School of Med i cine an nu ally hosts Fam ily 
Day held here on cam pus. All par ents,
spouses, and fam i lies are in vited to come to
the School to spend the day watch ing skits
cho reo graphed by the var i ous classes of med i -
cal stu dents, tour the fa cil i ties, in clud ing the
Cohn Stu dent Learn ing Cen ter and the Klein
Cen ter for Ad vanced Prac tice, and at tend a re -
cep tion at the con clu sion of the day. It is an

at tempt to share med i cal stu dents’ daily sched ules and ex pe ri ences with
their fam i lies. This year, the event was held
on Sat ur day, March 20, and en joyed its best 
at ten dance since Ka trina. Shown on this
page are fam ily and stu dents at the event.

Left to right: George Karam (’71), Susan
Karam, and Mary Karam

Left to right: Helene Augustin (’80), Emily
Burgin, and David Burgin (’80)

Left to right: Ryan Rhodes, Megan O’Neal, and Karen and 
Kent Rhodes (’88)

Gretchen Yandle (’07) with
Kevin Gipson

Left to right: Mike Rolfsen (’82), Michael
Rolfsen, and Jeannette Rolfsen

Left to right: Andrew Schumacher, Pam Darr
(’81), and Chase Schumacher (L-4)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

now in its 25th Year

In May 2010, Camp Ti ger, a class pro ject of our first-year med i cal
stu dents, cel e brated its 25th an ni ver sary. It was the larg est Camp Ti ger
gath er ing in the his tory of the Camp, with more than 426 par tic i pants,
in clud ing 173 ris ing sec ond-year stu dents, 118 in com ing stu dents, six
Emer gency Med i cine fac ulty, one Aca dian Am bu lance, plus six EMS
staff and eight Calco buses.  The Class of 2013 raised over $135,000 on 
their own to sup port the camp, while ad just ing to their own first year
of med i cal school. Camp Ti ger, which is free to the camp ers, gives
dis ad van taged and chal lenged chil dren a chance to go to camp and
en joy var i ous ac tiv i ties. To that end, this year the camp gave 135
spe cial-needs chil dren a re ward ing camp ex pe ri ence. Ac tiv i ties for this
year’s camp in cluded the Global Wild life Cen ter, Au du bon Zoo and
Aquar ium, Lou i si ana Chil dren’s Mu seum, and City Park. The week
con cluded with a car ni val and clos ing cer e mo nies at Je suit High School, 
where each camper was rec og nized and awarded a tro phy and
cer tif i cate. Since its in cep tion in 1985, Camp Ti ger has served over
1,500 chil dren. It owes much of its suc cess not just to the med i cal
stu dents but also to the con fi dence and sup port from the camp ers’
fam i lies as well as the out stand ing efforts of Dr. Joseph DelCarpio, the
Associate Dean of Student Affairs, and his support staff.

Left to right: Cindy Murphy, Casey Murphy,
and Charles Murphy (’82)
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Match Day 2010

A
n nual Match Day for LSU School of Med i cine se niors was
held on March 18 and was cel e brated with a craw fish boil
for se niors and their fam i lies on the school cam pus. 

Gerard Peña (’82), Pres i dent of the Alumni Board, pre sented
alumni la pel pins to each grad u ate dur ing the cer e mony and
wel comed them to the alumni fam ily. This year’s match was the 
best in a de cade for the School. Of our 165 grad u at ing se niors,
100% found post-grad u ate train ing po si tions, 60% chose to re -
main in Lou i si ana for their train ing and the LSU res i dency pro -
grams were all filled. Shown here is a sam pling of par tic i pants
in the event.

Left to right: Paul Heick, Sarah Frances Peña, Trisha Peña, and
Gerard Peña (’82)

Benjamin Martinez and Jorge
Martinez (’76)

Left to right: Thomas Kennedy (’77), David 
Kennedy, and Mary Kennedy

Left to right: Mary Ellen Curole, Jennifer
Curole, and David Curole (’74)

Left to right: Donna Dauterive, Edward Weeks Dauterive, Jr. (’78),
Edward Dauterive III, and Gretchen Grisoli Dauterive

Left to right: Zachary Liner, Malloy Liner, and F.
Jeff Liner (’76)

Left to right: Mary Kay Faust, Katherine
Faust, and Donald C. Faust (’77)

MATCH DAY CELEBRATION
A crawfish boil is held annually after
Match Day for the graduates and
their families. Pictured at right,
enjoying the event, are graduating
seniors Dywanda Lewis (foreground)
and Cornel Rogers. (right). To the
left in the picture are two of Cornel
Rogers’ family members.
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Appointment
Dr. Alistair Ramsay has accepted the

position of Department Head of
Microbiology, Immunology, and
Parasitology effective July 1,
2010. Dr. Ramsay, who received
his PhD from the University of
Otago (New Zealand), came to
LSU School of Mediciine in
2001. His research focuses on
host-pathogen interactions,
particularly those involving
intracellular pathogens. He
succeeds Dr. Ronald Luftig, who
has served the department and
school for over 25 years.

Awards/Honors
The Allen A. Copping Excellence in

Teaching Award went to John P.
Hunt, MD, Professor of Surgery
(award in Medicine - Clinical) and 
to Peter Winsauer, PhD,
Professor of Pharmacology
(award in Medicine - Basic
Science).

Two members of the LSUHSC faculty
were honored by the American
Thoracic Society at their annual
meeting in New Orleans in May
2010. Ben deBoisblanc (’81),
Professor of Medicine, was asked
to give the keynote address at the
Opening Ceremonies. Dr. Warren 
Summer was recognized for his
lifetime contributions in
education and mentoring in the
fields of pulmonary, critical care,
and sleep medicine.

Graduation

O
n May 13, 2010, nearly 700 students from 
LSU Health Sciences Center’s six schools
graduated at a commencement ceremony

held at the UNO Lakefront Arena. Rear
Admiral Richard Vinci, a graduate of the LSU
School of Dentistry who is commander of the
Navy Medicine Support Command and chief of
the Navy Dental Corps, delivered the
commencement address. Doctor of Medicine
graduates totaled 164.

Katherine Faust received the Richard
Paddison, MD, Alumni Award. Rachel
Ann Pastorek won the Chancellor’s
Award in medicine, and Danny Lee
Robinson was the recipient of the Dean’s
Award in medicine. Erin Therese
Cunningham graduated summa cum
laude.

Unfortunately, we were unable to get
pictures of all graduating alumni children.

PHOTO, RIGHT
The Martinez clan, left to

right: Jorge Martinez (’76),
Ricardo Martinez (’80),

Benjamin Martinez (’10),
Jorge Martinez-Lopez (’50)

David Kennedy (’10) and
Thomas Kennedy (’77)

Left to right: John Guidry (’77), Benjamin Guidry
(’10), and Patricia Guidry (’97)

Akshay Gupta (’97) and Maneesh Gupta
(’10)

Gerard Peña (’82) and Sarah
Frances Peña (’10)

Left to right: Gary Mayeux (’84), Gary Mayeux (’10), Andrea
Mayeux and Allyson Mayeux (’86)
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Eye on Alumni in Medical Mission work

Bert Oubre (’68)
After graduation from LSU School of
Medicine, Bert interned at Brackenridge
Hospital in Austin, Texas, and completed
a general surgery residency at San Joaquin 
General Hospital in California.

While prac tic ing gen eral sur gery, Bert’s
wife of 24 years, Alayne, de vel oped breast 
can cer and ul ti mately suc cumbed to met a -
static dis ease. Dur ing her ill ness, Bert ex -
pe ri enced a life-chang ing con ver sion and
be gan a life fo cused on “spir i tu ally and
phys i cally needy peo ple.” The rest of this
mes sage is a sum ma tion from his com mu -
ni ca tion to the alumni office.

After Alayne’s death, Bert volunteered
with World Medical Mission and traveled
to Zaire and Cameroon for a year of
service in a mission hospital. During that
assignment he met and married a
Swiss-American RN, Debbie, and cared
for many leprosy patients. “I remember

Dr Paul Brand who had taken our LSU
Medical School class to the US Hansen’s
Disease Center in Carville, Louisiana,
many years before.” Bert completed a
fellowship in reconstructive surgery as it
applies to leprosy and returned to
Cameroon, teaching surgical techniques
to other missionary surgeons and
administering care to nomadic tribal
populations across Central and West
Africa.

In 1988, Bert, in conjunction with other
founding members, established a new
mission, the Medical Centers of West
Africa (MCWA). Its goal to start
hospitals across Africa to reach people in
remote areas with physical and spiritual
care; the main office remains in Baton
Rouge. Construction on the first hospital
began in 1992 in the village of Meskine,
near the provincial capital, Maroua, and
was completed in 1994,  growing to over

100 beds at present (Hospital de
Meskine). Over 200 outpatient daily
visits are made daily, with thousands of
annual surgical procedures, now mostly

provided by nationals who trained
there.

In 2002, Bert founded the Cut ting 
Edge Foun da tion and be came the
first In ter na tional Med i cal Di rec -
tor of the Voice of the Mar tyrs
(VOM). In con junc tion with
other faith-based or ga ni za tions,
Bert has con tin ued to es tab lish
hos pi tals in Su dan and Chad. The
hos pi tal in Chad (Hos pi tal de
Guinebar II) is near the cap i tal of
N’Djamena and is ex pected to be
in volved in the train ing of stu dents 
from the medical school there.

Bert opened the Emmaus Med i cal
Sur gi cal Clinic in Lexington,
South Carolina, in Au gust 2009,
but he con tin ues to travel to Af -
rica. More in for ma tion about Cut -
ting Edge Foun da tion may be
found at their website:
 www.cefoundation.net.

Bert Oubre (’68)

Haiti Relief
A report from Richard A. Vinroot, Jr., MD (’03), MPH

Following my return from
Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa,
several months ago, where I
had been employed as a
TB/HIV field physician with 
Medecins Sans Frontieres/
Doctors Without Borders, I
recently found myself in La
Valee Jacmel in Southern
Haiti. While working with
an NGO-Association
Haitienne de Development

Humain, I
worked in a small functioning dispensary
managing emergencies, daily medical needs,
and catastrophe-related issues such as
dysentery, meningitis, and dehydration. My
training as an emergency medicine physician
with LSU and the Ochsner Clinic Foundation
in New Orleans and my international medical
experience allowed me to be effective in the
post-earthquake Haitian environs.

Dr. Vinroot pauses with a
Haitian friend at the end of a
busy day.


