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Inspire
The LSUHSC Global Pulmonary
Exchange Program: Looking Back
and What’s Ahead

Fellowship News
Meet our 2013 Fellowship Class:

in Izmir, Turkey, and offers participating fellows
a unique opportunity to experience clinical and
cultural elements beyond the borders of their own
country. The program is designed to enhance
the educational experiences and professional
development of pulmonary physicians in training.
It emphasizes analysis of health care delivery
systems around the world and an understanding of
the globalization of tobacco related lung disease.

Michael Fashho, MD
Chief Resident,
Baptist Health Systems,
Birmingham, AL

Jody Haddock, MD
Chief Resident,
University of Tennessee
Chattanooga, TN

he LSUHSC Global Pulmonary Exchange
T
Program (GPEP) is jointly supported by the
Russell C. Klein Professorship and Ege University

Nicole Lapinel, MD
Chief Resident,
Lenox Hill Hospital
New York, NY

Where are they Now?
Sent by Dr. Charlie Smith
Class of 1988
“ After completing my fellowship
I entered an Internal Medicine/
Pulmonary practice with Dr. Jay
Shames. We are now a multi specialty
Internal Medicine group called Internal
Medicine Specialists that practices at
Touro, Kindred, and Ochsner Baptist.
My wife, Lynn, and I have three grown
children who are mostly off the payroll (Clay 27, Drew 25, and Kathryn, 23).
We stay busy with our three dogs, tennis, golf, travel, and enjoying New
Orleans’ great cuisine.
I am looking forward seeing more of my ‘old’ LSU colleagues under the new
affiliation between Childrens’/ Touro and ILH.”

our section hosted its
IDr.nfirst2009,
visiting Turkish physician
Sezai Tasbakan. The following

year, Dr. Craig Patterson, a third
year pulmonary fellow, visited
Turkey to participate in the host
university’s clinical, educational
and research activities. According
Dr. Juzar Ali,
to Dr. Juzar Ali, who founded
GPEP Founder
the GPEP, “the Program is more
than a professional exchange of scholars ... It is
an exchange of ideas and culture, science and
knowledge, personnel and personalities in an
ambience of goodwill.”
r. Richard L.
D
Morrison and Dr.
Emily Aventura visited

Turkey in 2011 and
2012 respectively.
During Spring 2012,
the Pulmonary
Section hosted Dr.
Dr. Emily Aventura in Izmir
Ozen Basoglu, Head
of the Sleep Laboratory in the Department of
Chest Diseases at Ege University Hospital in
Izmir. The fellows who visit Turkey are exposed
to the practice of pulmonary medicine with a
unique academic environment, a high clinical
standard of care, and an extraordinary burden
of tobacco related lung disease. They attend
educational conferences, have the opportunity to
observe patient care in a major Turkish teaching
hospital and may attend the Turkish Thoracic
Society’s annual meeting held at the beautiful
city of Antalya on the Mediterranean Sea.........
...Continues on the next page
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Faculty Spotlight
Warren Summer, MD

D

r. Warren Summer retired in March 2010 just before his 70th
birthday. He just celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary. Dr.
Summer has adapted very well to retirement but still reads the NEJM
(mostly health care issues) and AJRCCM selectively. Clay sculpture,
golf and bridge are his new interests. He spent the summer driving
across the country visiting his three children and eight grandchildren.

n the trip he had the opportunity to
play golf, questionably, on mountains,
in valleys and on the plains. For those
who do not know Dr. Summer, he was
Howard A. Buechner Professor of Medicine,
Pulmonary Section Chief from 1995 until
2001, Director of Clinical Pulmonary
Research, and Co-Director of the G-CRC, a
multi-institutional program that facilitated
extramural clinical studies. He was born in
Jersey City, New Jersey and graduated from Georgetown University.
Dr. Summer’s remarkable teaching and research career spanned
more than 40 years and we are glad that he is still part of our faculty.

Section News

M

s. Denise
Charbonnet, RN
who served with the
Section of Pulmonary/
Critical Care for almost
10 years as a Clinical
Associate, celebrated
her retirement on
Friday, November
30. Colleagues and
friends gathered in
the conference room
to show their appreciation for Denise. The
first thing Denise will do now that she is
retired is travel to Australia to visit family.

T

he American Lung Association (ALA)
“Fight For Air Walk” took place on
October 20th in Audubon Park. LSUHSC’s
Pulmonary team, Breathe Easy in the
Big Easy, raised $916 for the ALA almost
reaching its goal of $1,000 thanks to all
of you who donated. The “Fight For Air
Walks” goal is to raise awareness of lung
disease and educate the public on the
importance of air quality.

New Faces

M

atthew Lammi, MD joined the pulmonary faculty
as an Assistant Professor in September after
completing medical school, residency, chief residency, and
fellowship at Temple University Hospital in Philadelphia (It
was time for a change). He is excited to be in New Orleans
to enjoy the music, food, festivals and culture. Although
Hurricane Isaac came 2 days after he and his wife arrived
in town, he is glad that he escaped to the safety of New Doing a newlywed second line with wife
Orleans before Hurricane Sandy hit the Northeast.
Dr. Monik Lammi

M

Hiking in Utah

N

icholas de la Rua joined the section of Pulmonary as a Research Associate.
He received his BS from Loyola University and his MS in Biology from the
University of Vermont. He is currently working in Dr. Shellito’s lab with Dr.
Michelle Kelly on vaccine trials against Pneumocystis pneumonia in the mouse
model. Mr. de la Rua’s personal interests include playing guitar, photography and
tennis. He is very excited to be back in New Orleans away from the harsh Vermont
winters.
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T

he Section’s Christmas party was held
on December 16, 2012. Dr. and Mrs.
Shellito graciously hosted the party at
their home.
Guests
enjoyed
pot-luck
style food
prepared by
the hosts
and guests.

arie Sandi, NP joined pulmonary’s clinical research group just this November.
She received her BS and MS in Nursing from LSUHS and MS in Healthcare
Management from UNO. Ms. Sandi is a certified nurse practitioner who previously
worked at the Interim Public Hospital as a supervisor at the Post Anesthesia Care
Unit. Her favorite things are cats, good food and learning new things. She is very
excited to be with us and is looking forward to meeting everybody.

With Ozzy
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n return, our Turkish guests are immersed in the LSUHSC academic
experience for approximately 3 weeks. Our most recent visitor, Dr.
Basoglu enjoyed the culture, cuisine and history of New Orleans,
attended pulmonary conferences and lectures, and presented the Turkish
experience with “Obstructive Sleep Apnea Syndrome” and “Denim
Sandblasting” to the faculty, fellows and residents. Dr. Basoglu participated
in the section’s clinical activities including observing critical care rounds,
pulmonary consultation rounds, tuberculosis clinic, chest disease clinic and
Dr. Basoglu in
sleep clinic at four different sites.
New Orleans
r. Stephen Kantrow, the Pulmonary Fellowship Director,
is leading an expansion of the global fellowship
experience. He states “the GPEP is unique among pulmonary
fellowship programs, and demonstrates our commitment to
mentoring exceptional physicians. Fellows observe health
care delivery and the professionalism of physicians in distant
cultures, and develop an awareness of tobacco related
disease and tobacco control measures around the world”.
Dr. Kantrow recently traveled to Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City
Dr. Kantrow (center) in Vietnam (HCMC) University of Medicine and Pharmacy, where he
presented lectures on lung cancer treatment, discoveries in
lung cancer biology and global tobacco control. Vietnamese men have among the highest
smoking rates in the world, and LSU’s pulmonary section has established Vietnam as our
second GPEP site with support from the Warren R. Summer Professorship. Dr. Thuong Vu
Le, a lung cancer specialist from Cho Ray Hospital in HCMC, will be a guest of our section
for 4 weeks in May 2013.
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We want to hear from you! Please, send us any news, updates or just say hi. Also, tell us what do you want to see in the future issues of Inspire. E-mail us at: PulmNews@lsuhsc.edu.

